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ABSTRACT: Income inequality has been linked to political polarization and the rise of 
populist movements. However, the mechanisms through which this happens are not 
fully understood. The use of the Gini coefficient, which does not reflect the idea of 
fairness, may contribute to this challenge. To address this issue, the paper introduces 
the concept of "Unfairness Gini" to measure unfair income inequality, which takes 
into account the differences between people's real income and their fair income due to 
factors related to individual effort and choices. The Unfairness Gini draws on luck 
egalitarianism, which assumes that inequality in society is only justified if it arises 
from differences of personal effort or choice. The paper uses the methodological 
approach developed by Cappelen and Tungodden to calculate the Unfairness Gini 
using EU-SILC data from 2011 and 2019 for Poland and Norway, two countries with 
different levels of income inequality and populism. The choice of time points offers 
an opportunity to compare unfairness inequality before and after the populist party 
began to govern in Poland in 2015. 

KEYWORDS: inequality, populism, unfairness, Gini coefficient. 

References 

ALMÅS, I., CAPPELEN, A. W., LIND, J. T., SØRENSEN, E., & TUNGODDEN, 
B. (2011). Measuring unfair (in)equality. Journal of Public Economics, 95(7–8), 
488–499. 

COHEN, G. A. (1989). On the Currency of Egalitarian Justice. Ethics, 99(4), 906–
944. 

RAWLS, J. (1999). A theory of justice: Revised edition. Harvard University Press. 
STOETZER, L. F., KLÜVER, H., & GIESECKE, J. (2023). How does income 

inequality affect the support for populist parties? Journal of European Public 
Policy, 30.  

HURLEY, S. L. (2003). Justice, luck, and knowledge. Harvard University Press. 


